
                                 SERMON NOTES 
 

        January 18, 2026   
 Speaker:  Dr. Brian Bennett   

Fresh Focus: “Longing for Belonging”  
 

 

 

[Psalm 84]  
 
Longing for God’s presence leads to ___________ with God and ___________ ___________.  
[Psalm 84:1-4]  

  

 Longing for God’s presence together ___________ ___________ ___________.  
[Psalm 84:5-8; 1 Peter 2:6-10]  

  

  

 Longing for God’s presence leads to ___________ ___________ and ___________ ___________.  

[Psalm 84:9-12]  

  

●​ There are two primary ways God changes our circles:   

1.​ ___________ ___________  

2.​ ___________ ___________  

  

Next Step Questions:  

●​ How can you center your life on God’s presence daily?  

●​ Will you change your circle and join a group this week?  

●​ Will you use your gifts and humbly serve Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LIFEGROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

 
How is God at work in and around your life?  

Theme 1: Longing for God's Presence Leads to Belonging  

1.​ Psalm 84:1-4: The psalmist describes an intense longing for God's dwelling place. How would you 
describe the difference between knowing about God and truly longing for His presence?  

2.​ Adoration vs. Explanation: A.W. Tozer said, "Man is more likely to explain than adore." In what 
ways do we sometimes substitute theological knowledge for genuine worship and intimacy with 
God? How can we guard against this?  

3.​ Belonging: Frederick Buechner speaks of "the longing to be at long last where you fully 
belong." How does belonging to God address our deepest human need for connection? 
How is this different from other forms of belonging we seek?  

Theme 2: Community Changes Our Circles  

4.​ Consistent Community: Why do you think consistent community (not just occasional gatherings) 
is essential for spiritual growth? What barriers keep people from committing to a regular 
community?  

5.​ 1 Peter 2:6-10: This passage describes believers as "living stones" being built into a spiritual 
house. What does this metaphor teach us about our need for one another? How does isolation 
affect our spiritual lives?  

6.​ Practical Application: What would it look like for you to prioritize consistent Christian 
community this year? What might you need to rearrange or sacrifice to make this happen?  

Theme 3: Humble Service Brings Blessing  

7.​ Psalm 84:9-12: The psalmist says he would "rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 
dwell in the tents of wickedness." What does this reveal about the value of humble service in 
God's kingdom?  

8.​ Pride vs. Humility: The sermon states, "Pride isolates and humility unites." Can you 
share examples of how you've seen this principle play out in relationships or church 
community?  

9.​ Spiritual Gifts: How does using our spiritual gifts in humble service both bless others 
and deepen our own sense of belonging? What happens when we withhold our gifts 
from the body of Christ?  

10.​Psalm 84:12: "O LORD of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you." How does trust in 
God connect all three themes of this sermon—longing for His presence, belonging in 
community, and serving humbly?  



Jan. 4 – Jan. 10, 2026 
GIVING UPDATE 

 
 General Operating 
 
●​ Weekly Goal: $28,000 
●​ Weekly Received: $24,782 
●​ Weekly Over (Under) Goal: ($3,218) 
●​ Weekly Percentage: 11.5% 

 
 
General Operating 
●​ YTD Goal: $48,000 
●​ YTD Received: $43,352 
●​ YTD Over (Under) Goal: ($4,648) 
●​ YTD Percentage: 9.7% 

Revenue 
 
Including other income through November 2025 
 
●​  YTD Net: $91,667 
●​  YTD Percentage: 89.2% 

 
 
Missions 
 
●​ YTD Amount: $267,936 

YTD Percentage of  
General Giving: 15.3% 

  

 

CONNECT        
 
Total Worship  
Attendance: 1053 
Online: 112 
In-Person Sun: 735 
Kids: 91 
Students: 112 
 
 
 
 
 

GROW 
 
Baptisms (YTD): 0 
Discipleship Groups: 366 
Salvations (YTD): 3 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SERVE 
 
People at Food Pantry: 87 
Weekly Volunteers: 135 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


