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SERMON NOTES
September 13,2026
Speaker: Dr. Brian Bennett

Jesus for Everyone: “The Cross and Victory”

[Luke 23:26-52]

The Cross and Victory: changed with Jesus on the cross.
[Luke 23:26-39; Colossians 1:15-20]

Notes:

The Cross and Victory: three lives changed at the foot of the cross.
[Luke 23:40-52]

e The thief shows victory over the
e The centurion shows us victory over
e Joseph of Arimathea shows us victory over

The same cross that changed them can change you.

Next Step Questions:

e Have you come to the foot of the cross to receive salvation?
e What do you need to bring to the foot of the cross today for victory?
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The Cross and Victory: Small Group Leader Guide

Sermon Recap E&

The sermon "The Cross and Victory" powerfully redefines Jesus' crucifixion, presenting
what appeared to be His greatest defeat as humanity's most profound victory. While the
Romans intended crucifixion as a gruesome display of power through unrelenting agony,
protracted death, public spectacle, and utter humiliation, God used the cross to showcase
His divine power and immense love. As 1 Corinthians 1:18 states, "For the message of the
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God," and Romans 5:8 reminds us, "But God demonstrates his own love for us in
this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us." This act, even reflected in the
cross-like structure of the laminin protein at a microscopic level, made peace and
reconciled all things through Christ's blood (Colossians 1:15-20, Ephesians 2:13-16).

What looked like total loss—Jesus arrested, beaten, abandoned, mocked, and
crucified—was, from heaven's perspective, a decisive triumph. Through the cross, sin was
defeated, Satan was disarmed, death was conquered, and humanity was reconciled to
God. Colossians 2:13-15 vividly explains that God "canceled the charge of our legal
indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to
the cross. And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of
them, triumphing over them by the cross." This emphasizes that our salvation is entirely
God's work, as Jonathan Edwards noted, "You contribute nothing to your salvation except
the sin that made it necessary."

The transformative power of the cross is further illuminated through three lives
dramatically changed at its foot, as recorded in Luke 23:40-52. The repentant thief
received immediate assurance of paradise from Jesus, demonstrating victory over the
past and proving it's never too late for forgiveness. The centurion, a Roman soldier
witnessing the crucifixion, declared, "Surely this was a righteous man," signifying victory
over unbelief as he saw truth even in the darkness. Finally, Joseph of Arimathea, a council
member who had previously remained silent, boldly stepped forward to claim Jesus' body,
illustrating victory over fear. The sermon concludes by inviting listeners to consider which
of these individuals they most identify with—needing forgiveness, belief, or courage—and
to recognize that the same cross that changed them can bring personal victory and
salvation today.

What looked like Jesus' greatest defeat became humanity's greatest victory.
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Discussion Questions )

Understanding Victory in Defeat

The sermon challenges us with the idea that what looked like Jesus' greatest defeat—His
crucifixion—became humanity's greatest victory. How does this paradox reframe your
personal understanding of strength, triumph, and even failure in your own life? Consider
how God's power is often displayed in ways that seem counterintuitive to human wisdom,
as mentioned in 1 Corinthians 1:18.

Experiencing Reconciliation's Power

The cross is presented as the means by which God reconciles 'all things' and creates 'one
new humanity, destroying the 'dividing wall of hostility' (Ephesians 2:14-16). What does it
look like to live out this reconciliation in your daily life, both in your relationship with God
and with others, especially in areas where division or hostility might exist?

Identifying with Lives Transformed

The sermon highlights three individuals at the foot of the cross who experienced victory:
the thief (over the past), the centurion (over unbelief), and Joseph of Arimathea (over
fear). Which of these three 'victories' resonates most deeply with you today, and why?
Reflect on how their stories offer hope and challenge for your own spiritual journey.

Bringing Your Burdens to the Cross

The sermon concludes by asking what we need to bring to the foot of the cross today for
victory. Considering the sermon's emphasis on the cross defeating sin, disarming Satan,
and conquering death, what specific burdens—whether from your past, areas of unbelief,
or paralyzing fears—are you invited to surrender to Christ's transforming power?
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Prayer /,

e May we embrace the cross as the ultimate demonstration of God's reconciling
love, allowing its power to transform our hearts towards forgiveness and peace
in our own lives and with others.

e May we humbly lay our past regrets, present unbelief, and paralyzing fears at
the foot of the cross, trusting in Christ's complete victory to overcome what
burdens us and grant us true freedom.

e May we find courage, like Joseph of Arimathea, to step forward in faith and
publicly align ourselves with Christ, even when it demands boldness and
overcomes our fears.
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Aug 30 - Sept 5, 2026

General Operating

Weekly Goal: $46,000

Revenue
lincluding other income through July 2026

YTD Net: ($123,721)

Weekly Received: $31,481 - YTD Percentage: 169.3%
Weekly Over (Under) Goal: ($14,519)
Weekly Percentage: 31.6%

General Operating

YTD Goal: $1,339,000

Missions

YTD Amount: $154,665
YTD Percentage of General Giving:

YTD Received: $1,248,905 14.2%
YTD Over (Under) Goal: ($90,095)
YTD Percentage: -6.7%

CONNECT

Total Worship
Attendance: 983
Online: 78
In-Person Sun: 650
Kids: 146
Students: 109

GROW SERVE
Baptisms (YTD): 56 People at Food Pantry: 108
Discipleship Groups: 57 Weekly Volunteers: 99

Salvations (YTD): 171



